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A new generation is writing its way
forward. 1455's Young Poets Anthology
showcases powerful and original work
from writers under 21 across the globe—
all exploring the theme of hope in brave
and often unexpected ways. These
poems challenge us to interrogate what
it means to believe in something better,
and how imagination and empathy will
guide us forward. As one of the
inaugural titles from 1455 books, this
collection represents a commitment to
accessibility, authenticity, and the future
of literary culture. Discover the voices
that are shaping what comes next.
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1455's first Young Poets Anthology brings together powerful, original work from writers under 21
across the globe, each exploring the theme of hope in bold and unexpected ways. As one of the
inaugural titles from 1455 books, this collection reflects a commitment to accessibility, authenticity,
and the future of literary culture.

Featuring poets ranging from ages 10 through 21, these diverse voices grapple with the world as it
is, and imagine a better future. These poems question what hope means in 2026, what it will mean
in a year, or one hundred years. Where can hope be found? How can it be nurtured or repaired?
These poets express uncertainty, confidence, resilience, and renewal, offering deeply personal
reflections about holding on to hope, encouraging it in our communities, and using creativity and
empathy to sustain it. In the spirit of Emily Dickinson’s image of hope as “the thing with feathers,”
this anthology invites readers to consider their own definitions, and to withess how a new
generation gives voice to possibility.

1455's Young Poets Anthology is not simply a collection of extraordinary poems—it’s a living
document to the power of young voices. In a changing world filled with uncertainty, these writers
provide clarity and courage, and occasionally articulate new ways to see a future that’s at once
inclusive and filled with opportunity. This work will endure as a snapshot of today’s realities, and a
blueprint for ways we might move forward with purpose and peace. This book seeks to amplify
myriad perspectives, connect readers across cultures, and serve notice that the next generation of
literature is not only here now, but ready to help and inspire us.

“The theme of this anthology is hope—not as optimism, but as
something complex, honest, and hard-won. We invited young poets
around the world to explore what hope looks like today, and the work
they produced expands how we understand and create it. I'm proud

to feature such an extraordinary group of young writers.”

-Sean Murphy,



FEATURED WRITERS

12155 books

Introduction by

Richard Blanco

Award-winning author and former
U.S. Presidential Inaugural Poet

Edited by

Sean Murphy

Author, Arts Advocate,
and Editor, 1455 books

Blake Seferian, 10
Bea Townsend, 11
Katelyn Kuo, 13
Malena Ollaol, 13
Apple Wang, 13
Alexis Wu, 13

Emily Yang, 13
Elliotte Seferian, 13
Sherin Ferid Adem, 14
Ananya Andra, 14
Alicia Chow, 14
Danni Dickerson, 14
Bella Frisbie, 14
Anish Gajendran, 14
Eden Hitchcock, 14
Kimi Kuo, 14

Rohan Mahapatra, 14

Reachell Quiroz Rodriguez, 14

Bella Srivastava, 14
Adelynn Vachani, 14
Allison Rodriguez, 14
Kaileigh Cesaire, 14
Presley Rogers, 14
Juliette Anderson, 15
Faith Choe, 15

Olivia Conklin, 15
Layla Dwelle, 15
Annabella Graffius, 15
Evie Halloran, 15
Polina Korobitsyna, 15
Juliana Pan, 15
Leena Rajkotia, 15
Indira Raparthi, 15
Nina Stroup, 15

Adel Kandil, 15
Austen Smith, 15

Alma Adi, 16

Kate Bradley, 16

Marin Brittingham, 16
Al Brooks, 16

Noah Casteel, 16
Emily Cheah, 16
Lauren Cho, 16

Claire Davis, 16

lan Graham, 16

Alex Hembree-Padgett, 16
Sofia Kerim, 16

N.E Kiullczar, 16

Eryna Le, 16

Kristen Lee, 16

Reese Lesage, 16
Claire Li, 16

Carly Mathas, 16
Sydney McCaskill, 16
Maia Mohsen, 16

Ditza Ramirez-Lopez, 16
Bruno Shapiro, 16
Caroline Shin, 16
Talan Tee, 16

Dave Thompson, 16
Denzel Torres-Cruz, 16
Gouri Unnikrishnan, 16
Katherine Villalobos, 16
Olivia Walters, 16
Mariya Williams, 16
Chloe Zhang, 16
Heavenli Burley, 16
Gulsa Nem, 16

Eliza Basch, 17

Keira Battista, 17

Alex Bigsby, 17

Noah Bowman, 17

Kyndal Chaney, 17
Mailynn Debouse, 17
Victoria Deckard, 17
Gabriela Duharte, 17
Geneviéve Eddins, 17
Uri Gresham, 17
Chelsea Guo, 17
Alejandra Guzman, 17
Hanna Han, 17

Leilani Hernandez, 17
Aden Hwang, 17
Ubongabasi lyanam, 17
Francesca Joella, 17
Katie Kim, 17

Jiyoo Kim-Jung, 17
Ava Leger, 17
Jashmitha M, 17
Tigran Paranyan, 17
Kai Rock, 17

Kel Rojas-Velasco, 17
Rishika Sharma, 17
Virgilius Tirado, 17
Henry Tomb, 17

Hana Tsai, 17

Teddy Waddington, 17
Grace Yang, 17

Yan Zhang, 17

Hunter Guthrie, 17
Emily Bennett, 18
Victoria Beston, 18
Victoria Bogatz, 18
Keeva Cavanaugh, 18
Zion Davison, 18
Megan Francis, 18
Ellen Gallagher, 18
Sofia Terese Glantz, 18

Lilyanna Gonnoud, 18
Cameron Guider, 18
Liam Hancock, 18
Ahja Hawkins, 18
Felice Li, 18

Ruchel Limbos, 18
Meredith Lo, 18
Cambridge Lutece, 18
Alicia Martinez, 18
Uche Mba, 18

Laney McDonald, 18
Ashton Mitchell, 18
Honora Muratori, 18
Ziyoda Murodilova, 18
Izabell Newman, 18
Ishani Oldham, 18
Jade Rothbaum, 18
Sonali Angelica Sathish, 18
Anastasia Smith, 18
TG Sparks, 18
Mallory Thompson, 18
Alys Traylor, 18
Kirsten Trihy, 18
Serafima Tucker, 18
Keira VanDerBeck, 18
Chloe Weng, 18

Ariel Zhang, 18
Chelsea Zhu, 18
Phoebe Zivkovich, 18
Moira Amelotte, 19
Lucy Bamfo, 19
Sophie Clarke, 19
Josiah Coronado, 19
Emilee Farmer, 19
Catherine Foster, 19
Chatti Kashalla, 19

Maddy Joy Richardson, 19
Isabel Salyers, 19
Basil Valchine, 19
Noah Waite, 19
Chenyue Wang, 19
Judah Wanner, 19
Jenna Xue, 19
Taylor Zhang, 19
Abigail Zheng, 19
A.C. Belandres, 20
Alissa Berrie, 20

Ty Burgess, 20
James Butler, 20
Abigail Cain, 20
Gianna Casanova, 20
Eva Clark, 20
Brenden Diriskill, 20
Riley Dunbar, 20
Paradox F., 20
Grace Frazier, 20
Luis Garcia, 20

Rae Mayer, 20
Andrew McKee, 20
Naina Mishra, 20
Sandra Nuochen, 20
Trinity Sagert, 20
Erin Thomas, 20
Hope Gramm, 20
Anastasia Bianchi, 21
Molly Cashman, 21
Henry Opeyemi, 21
Rebecca Packard, 21
Serin Park, 21

Anahid Kalustian Henriquez, 21
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A generation we talk about, speaking for itself

At a time when narratives about young people often focus on what's going wrong, this anthology offers
something else: a generation responding with clarity, creativity, and intention. These poets were given the
space to write freely—and what they produced is honest, complex, and deeply considered.

177 1021

Young Poets

Countries

Including the USA, Nigeria, Russia,
Uzbekistan, Ethiopia, Armenia,
Philippines, India, and Canada

Emerging voices with clarity A rare first publication moment

Not commentary about young people—this is their For many contributors, this is the first time seeing their
work, in their own words, responding to the world. work professionally published and shared at scale.
Hope, without clichés A window into a global generation
These poems don't offer easy optimism. They Voices from nine countries offer a rare, firsthand look at
explore hope as complex, uncertain, and hard-won. how young people are thinking and feeling right now.
Real literary credibility Unfiltered, not overproduced

Introduction by Presidential Inaugural Poet Richard The work isn’t shaped by trends or market expectations
Blanco shows this work is being taken seriously. —it’s direct and personal.

Breaking past traditional publishing limits

No financial barrier No traditional A model designed to

to entry publishing gatekeeping promote, not just release
Writers submitted and were Work was selected on merit, not This project is designed to be seen—
published at no cost—removing one  connections, credentials, or supported by a full campaign across

of the biggest publishing barriers. market positioning. media, social, and community.
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MEET THE PUBLISHER

Publishing without gatekeeping,
confusion, or compromise

1455 books is the publishing imprint of 1455 Literary Arts, a nonprofit dedicated to
celebrating storytelling, empowering creative communities and supporting writers
at every stage—offering professional publishing, meaningful visibility, and a

commitment to authentic, impactful work.

About 1455 books

1455 books is an independent publishing imprint committed to amplifying meaningful
voices and stories with purpose. Built on the mission of 1455 Literary Arts, it provides
authors with creative partnership, professional publishing, and marketing support that
champion authenticity, craft, and community.

1455books.com

About 1455 Literary Arts

1455 Literary Arts is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to celebrating
storytelling, connecting writers and readers, and empowering creative communities.
Through events, residencies, workshops, and publications, 1455 provides accessible
platforms for literary artists at all stages of their journey.

1455litarts.org
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Available for coverage
and interviews

1455 books is available for media coverage, interviews, and speaking opportunities related to the
1455's Young Poets Anthology. Executive Director Sean Murphy can speak to the project, the
voices behind it, and the broader mission of expanding access to publishing. For press inquiries
or booking requests, please use the contacts below.

Press Contact Publisher Contact
Mark Seferian Sean Murphy

Director of Marketing and Public Founder of 1455 books and
Relations, 1455 books 1455 Literary Arts

Learn more at 1455litarts.substack.com y @1455LitArts @1455litarts

=~ 1

facebook.com/1455litarts m linkedin.com/company/1455-literary-arts
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